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Events 
 

Thursday 11th February 
Loxwood Lecture  -    7:30 pm 

Beekeeping and doing another full time job 
- Andrew Gibb (MB) 

Saturday 20th February Beginners Day – Pulborough Village Hall 

Thursday 18th March AGM followed by “A New Approach” 

 

Apiary Meetings 
• Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green RH14 0AA 

 

Saturday 10th April Beginners 12:00  Experienced 2:30 
 
 

In 2009 we started having two sessions for the Saturday meetings, with beginners at 12.00 - 
2.00 and intermediate/advanced 2.00 - finish. There was some time taken up with 
changeovers, and Demonstrators having lunch etc, which meant the second session started 
late. This year we will start the beginners at 12.00 and the intermediate/advanced at 2.30. 

Officers and Contact Information: 
President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637   roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 
Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 
Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 
Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

So far we have had some rather cold weather and although some of our Dounhurst bees have 
been lost I have seen others in incredibly good condition. Only today (Jan 24) I have seen 13 
colonies, most of which obviously went into the winter as less than full colonies, and they are 
looking very well. They belong to a relatively new beekeeper and member who has obviously been 
listening to what we have been teaching at Dounhurst. The hives are set out well and off the 
ground so there is free circulation of air. I suspect most of the colonies were swarms last year and 
it is looking as if they will all have a good chance of seeing the spring. It is certainly pleasing seeing 
a beginner doing well. 
 
Some colonies died at Dounhurst because the bees only had granulated ivy honey immediately 
available. This is a pity and we will have to find a way of addressing the problem this year. It is 
aggravated by having to give Apiguard. 
 
Several people have mentioned their bees are weak with small clusters. I suspect they had a look 
when the weather was cold, and in this state the bees cluster much tighter, or the more native 
bees do, but when the weather warms up the bees break cluster to gather stores from elsewhere 
in the hive. A couple of mine were only on 3-4 seams in the really cold spell, but were on 7-8 
frames when it warmed up. 
 
About the middle of February I will cover up the feedholes again. Brood rearing will be well under 
way and the risk of mould will be low. Food will need checking from now onwards and hefting is 
the normal way of checking, but be careful that the B/C’s aren’t solid with granulated honey. I have 
never used candy before on my own bees, but a couple of colonies need it this winter. 
 
If you have put the crownboards on with the slots at 90° to the frames you can see if there is any 
sealed stores below. 
 
Now is a good time to do some mental planning for the summer and here are a few suggestions:- 
 

1. Consider a super of cut comb honey. We did this on a couple of colonies at Dounhurst last 
year and sold all the produce to members. If you liked it then have a go yourself. All you 
need do is to put unwired foundation (yes we sell it) in super frames on narrow spacing. 
When fully sealed remove it, shake or brush the bees off, and cut it up into the sizes 
required. It’s probably the simplest way of producing honey. 

2. Do you wish to make increase, and how much? How are you going to do it? Have you got 
spare equipment? 

3. In order to make reasonably sure all your honey producing colonies are producing why not 
set up your colonies as a unit as we do with some hives at Dounhurst? I will be speaking 
about this at the AGM in March for those who haven’t seen it. 
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4. Assess your colonies at every inspection. Are you satisfied with them? Could they be improved? 

We will be doing some queen rearing this summer and will probably have queens available. 
Why not select and rear from your own? It’s easy and we can help you. The easiest thing to do 
is compare your own bees with those at Dounhurst and other peoples bees. Temper and 
quietness on the combs are simple to make comparisons, but remember that handling has a 
great bearing on both. Many a colony has got a bad reputation as a result of bad handling. 

5. Put a frame of drone comb in each broodchamber. It can be uncapped for monitoring for 
varroa, and if the level of varroa gets high just put it in the freezer for a couple of days, then 
back in another colony for cleaning up. If you keep your colonies reasonably clear of varroa 
then you are putting a high number of good drones into the air. 

 
 
 

 Roger 
 

Beginners Day  
 
 
Sat Feb 20th 2010 at Pulborough Village Hall. Cost £30 for adult WG 
members, £35 for non members. £15 for all under 16’s 
 
 

We are filling up fast and anyone who 
has only just started or hasn’t got bees 
yet would benefit by attending. 
 
 
Full programme here: 
 
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%202010.pdf 
 
………and for a booking form 
 
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form%2020
10.pdf 
 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%202010.pdf�
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form%202010.pdf�
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form%202010.pdf�
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BDI Insurance  
 
 
You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against 
certain bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be 
extended to additional colonies.  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover will be null 
and void.  So insure for the number you think you will have. Don’t forget a swarm is classed as 
a colony.  
 
Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that cause 
them to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.   These are the two foul brood 
diseases, the small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can be found at 
www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies due to other 
conditions or causes.  
 

Oxalic Acid Day  
 

Members braving the 
elements in the apiary to 
treat the bees with Oxalic 
Acid. 

Dedication above and 
beyond!! 
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Book Review 
 
 

The Complete Guide to Beekeeping. By Jeremy Evans. 
 
I have always understood the author took a short beginners course in beekeeping 
and wrote the book at the end of it, in conjunction with Sheila Berrett who ran the 
course. I am often asked what books to read, and I have always taken the attitude 
that someone with this lack of experience is probably not in a position to write a 
book that is any better than what is already in existence, although it is claimed that is 
what the author is doing.  
 
Until I started reading it for this review I had previously done no more than glance at 
it, but on reading it I quickly realised I hadn’t missed anything. Quite frankly I have 
got about a third of the way through it and have found it so poor I won’t be going any 
further, assuming it won’t improve. Although some information is acceptable it 
would need a reasonably knowledgeable beekeeper to sort the wheat from the chaff, 
and I can’t see an experienced beekeeper reading it. In some key places it is factually 
incorrect, the terminology is poor, and there are some absolute howlers with a scrub 
queen being referred to as a “scrubber”!! In some places it seemed that a child had 
written it after visiting a beekeeper on a school trip. I had been told that Jeremy 
Evans was a journalist so I Googled him, and found that he is credited with writing 
many books including some on cycling, sailing and windsurfing! I hope he hasn’t 
written a book on parachute jumping. 
 
As this is entitled “The Complete Guide to Beekeeping” I think it reasonable to 
assume that it will cover all aspects of the craft and be a serious reference book, but 
no it isn’t, which I think is misleading. It is claimed to be for those with up to three 
years experience - that from an author with so little experience himself. There are 
chapters on Beekeeping in History, African “Killer Bees” and Commercial Beekeeping 
which seems a bit daft considering how shallow the rest of it is.  
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Book Review Continued …… 
 

In my view beekeeping is a serious hobby, with potentially dangerous insects, and as 
it is natural for beekeepers and potential beekeepers to read a book, then I think 
they have a right to expect something that is reliable, and from an author who has 
good experience and knowledge. As a long time teacher of practical beekeeping I am 
aware that in the first year or so many habits are formed, both good and bad, and 
the bad ones once learnt are often difficult to get rid of. It is therefore crucial that 
the information received in the early stage is sound, and for that reason I won’t 
recommend this book. In my opinion the best part of it are the photographs, but I 
wouldn’t spend time on the rest of it just for them. At meetings members 
occasionally come up with some strange points, usually with the comment “The book 
says………”. Now I know which one they have been reading. 
I could have used one word to indicate my view on this book, but I feel I ought to 
justify my reasons for not encouraging anyone to read it. 
 
 
 

An additional note from WGBKA Chairman Tom Moore:- 
  
Before submitting the review above, Roger asked me to have a look at this book in 
case he was unduly harsh on it.  I have to say that I agree that there are serious 
problems with it - my cries of "oh, no!" were echoing round the house.  The book was 
published before varroa arrived in the UK, and this is behind some of the problems 
(for example, the recommendations on minimal hive inspections), but there are to 
my mind greater concerns.  In particular, the instruction to move the hive some 
distance from its normal position before every inspection (so that the flying bees all 
go away, back to the hive site) and the use of all sorts of cover-cloths and magic-
tablecloth whipping out of these from between boxes;  and what to me seemed a 
thoroughly confused and confusing chapter on requeening.  There are some good 
bits of sound beekeeping information buried amongst the other stuff, but for me, the 
dubious practices and misinformation made the whole book more one to avoid than 
to read, particularly for the target audience of beginners. 
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Book Review Continued …… 
 

Better Beginnings for Beekeepers. By Adrian Waring. 
 

I have been recommending this book for some time, but to refresh my memory to 
write this review I read it again. I wasn’t bored and didn’t feel I had to skip anything. 
Adrian Waring is a very experienced beekeeper and as a former County Beekeeping 
Instructor he is aware of the needs of beginners. This is a small book and he himself 
refers to it as a booklet, but it’s bigger than that. The information is sound and easily 
understood with explanations where needed. He points out there are many ways of 
keeping bees and tells you what works for him, which is not the same approach as 
some other writers who have a far more dogmatic approach based on far less 
experience. 
This is not intended as a reference book and shouldn’t be treated as such, but the 
basics are here that will provide enough information from which to progress. 
In my view it is a splendid book for the non beekeeper and beginner and I shall 
continue to recommend it. I think every beekeeper and library should have a copy. 
 
Background  to Beekeeping. By Allan C Waine. 
 

The first edition was published in 1955 with the second in 1975, and it doesn’t 
mention oil seed rape or varroa, but many other books are out of date in a similar 
way so there is no problem providing the reader is aware of that. I think this is a very 
good book with the actual beekeeping content very sound. It is suitable for someone 
who has never kept bees until perhaps one full season has been experienced. 
This has never been one of the fashionable books, but I think it is incredibly good. It 
can often be seen on eBay and bought for a very reasonable price. 
 
The Beekeepers Manual. By L.A. Stephens-Potter. 
 

This is not one of the better known books and is probably why I have never read it, 
but I’m glad I did. The author is not known to me, but has a very good grip of what is 
needed for a beginner. I would pitch it very much in the bracket of someone who is in 
their first couple of years beekeeping. The information is very sound and you won’t 
go far wrong by using this for reference, although the keener beekeeper will soon 
move on. Considering this is a fairly modern book, being published in 1984, the 
photographs are black and white and many are very poor, and that was the only fault 
I could find with it. If this book is available it would be a good addition to the library 
of someone just starting, or about to.  

      Roger 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 
 
 
FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 
  
DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 
  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 
  
Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 
 
 
FOUNDATION   
 
Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 
  
Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      40p 
(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
  
Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      70p 
 
 
SPACERS 
 
Narrow – Plastic Ends             10p each 
 
Metal Castellated Spacers in 9,10 and 11-slot (National Hive)   £ 1.80 per pair 
 
 
APIGUARD 
 
Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £  2.10 

 

10 Sachet Pack        £20.00 
 
 
PLASTIC SYRINGE 
 
50ml, for application of oxalic acid and other treatments..... £1.25 
 
 
Prices correct at January 2009. 
 
Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready 
for you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 
stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 
Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 
 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com�
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Website www.wsbka.org.uk 
 

County News – February 2010 
 
County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at 
all Meetings 
 

 
West Sussex BKA has a new web site 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex  

Please take a look and if you have any comments or observations please let Graham 
Elliott know -  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk   

 
Annual Convention – 27th February 2010 
Our Annual Convention will take place at Lodge Hill. Please see full information 
below. 

 
Bee Market and Auction at Brinsbury – 24th April 2010 
 
The National Honey Show – 28th–30th October 2010 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Chichester – Contact John Stevens. – Email 
 john@stevensbees.co.uk 
 
Meetings will be at The Bader Arms, Tangmere and will commence punctually at 
7.30pm.    
Wednesday 17th February  
Annual General Meeting followed by “Preparing for the New Season” 
Gerry Fry, Chichester Division 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wsbka.org.uk/�
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Worthing - Contact Sarah Rose on 01903 262446  
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/ 
Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 
Thursday 11th February    
Margaret Couvillon will be giving a talk on Nestmate recognition and a chat on 
bumblebees 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

WSBKA Annual Convention – Saturday 27th February 2010 

The annual convention is now less than a month away.  This tremendous event 
packs in more information than most of us can glean from the whole winter 
programme of meetings, and with national or international speakers, it is indeed a 
day not to be missed.  

 

Clearly the content of the programme for this year is even more appealing than 
usual, as the bookings are well up on the last two years.  If you haven’t already 
booked, don’t delay so that you can be sure of your place, and availability of your 
preferred seminars.  Overall numbers and seminar spaces are limited. 

 

The full details and booking form were attached to last month’s newsletter, or 
you can access the information  on the new West Sussex Beekeepers website:-
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex  or email me direct on 
wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com  

 

We look forward to seeing you at Lodge Hill at the end of the month. 

 

Christine Stevens,  Convention Organiser 
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South-East Honey Survey and Newsletter 2009 
 

Whether or not you assisted Alan Byham by completing the earlier 
questionnaire, you will find his analysis and comments very interesting and 
informative. The survey and Newsletter are quite lengthy and therefore form an 
attachments to this. 

 

The National Honey Show – 28th–30th October 2010 

Advance notice that this will again be held at St George’s College, Weybridge. 
As in previous years, free full annual membership will be provided to any 
WSBKA Member who has joined the Association since 1st August 2009, 
permitting free admission to the Show, lectures and workshops, and to enter 
exhibits in the competitive classes without charge. Eligible members will be 
contacted by letter or Email closer to the time. 

 

BBKA ADM 2010 

Our Association was represented at Stoneleigh by Tom Moore (Wisborough 
Green).  His report of an interesting but long day is attached with this 
Newsletter.  

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++ 
If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, 
please contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 
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Programme of Winter Events – Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel 
Spy Lane, Loxwood 
 

 
Thursday 11th February 2010  Beekeeping and doing another full time job – Andrew 
Gibb (MB) 
 
Andrew has a busy life as a Director of “Bee Craft” and has enjoyed a diverse 
beekeeping career which has included being a DEFRA disease inspector, BBKA 
examiner, guest lecturer at Gormanston and former Chairman of Surrey BKA. 
As well as a hobby, he uses his beekeeping as a form of relaxation and will share his 
thoughts and methods with us. 
 
Thursday 18th March 2010 – AGM – followed by “A New Approach” – An illustrated talk 
by Roger Patterson 

 

Programme of Apiary Meetings 2010 
 

        Sat                    Wed 
 

Apr 10           Aug 28      Apr 21 
May 1         Sept 18          May 12 
May 22       Oct 16      June 2 
June 12    Nov 06         June 23 
July 3            July 14 
July 24           Aug 4 
Aug 14 
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